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The Year in
Numbers

 
2018
2019

81
Total 8th grade
graduates since
our first class in

2012

29
classroom pets
lovingly cared 

for 
at MCMS

101
Collective years

of teaching at
MCMS by our

Montessori
Guides

31
Parent

Information and
Engagement

events hosted

30
Professional
development
workshops &
conferences

attended

192
Students served

in 2018-2019
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Letter: From the Head of School 

Moving to our current location in 2012 afforded us the opportunity to purchase

our own land and build our beautiful school building from the ground up. This

decision rooted our school in its forever home, and established our strong

financial footing. 

Our enrollment spanned from 111 to 203 and we continue to educate so many

children in and around Dane County today. 

We launched a number of additional classrooms and programs to meet the

growing needs of our families.     

We prioritized the professional growth and development of our staff, who

continue to be the best of the best! Collectively, we have attended over 135

conferences/workshops, and inspired over 15 individuals to pursue their own

Montessori training (both as Guides and Assistants).

Our 17th class of 8th graders graduated this past June, and will be heading into

high school with both the academic and soft skills to help them succeed on their

next adventure of lifelong learning.

As I reflect on my years here at MCMS, I am reminded of our

many accomplishments as a school community, all of which

deserve celebrating. We often spend so much time carefully

thinking about and preparing for the future; with the busy pace

of life, it can be easy to move on to the next big project, school

year, or goal, without taking the time to press pause and

celebrate the victories. I am in awe of the truly remarkable ways

we have grown since 2009: 

 

 

Through all of this growth, some things remained the 

same. We continue to uphold the highest of AMI 

Montessori principles, and proudly remain the only 

Montessori school in the state of Wisconsin with the 

highest degree of AMI accreditation at all levels. We 

have also maintained our sense of community, which is 

a combined effort made by the incredibly talented staff, 

the impressive students and their supportive families. You will find evidence of our

amazing community spread throughout these pages: from the Gala to Montessori

Colors and the Fox Trot, from countless PIE events to classroom projects, outings

and traditions! 

 

As I move into my final year as Head of School at MCMS, I am looking forward to

working with the staff, children, and families for one more incredible year. The

school is perfectly poised to invite the fresh ideas of its next leader, who will

undoubtedly implement new ways of furthering our mission of respecting children

and their natural joy of discovery. I have been so grateful to be a part of this

amazing school community - the MCMS community is truly like no other!

A Decade of Growth

Vicki McCarthy, MCMS Head of School P A G E  4



The Montessori Method, at its core, was

designed to ignite and nourish that intrinsic

spark of joy children experience with each new

discovery or perfection of a skill. Our MCMS

educators are committed to nurturing that

curiosity within each and every student, and our

classrooms are lovingly and carefully prepared

each day to allow children to work

independently. With that independence, they are

empowered to be self-directed individuals who

are not afraid of pursuing their own interests

and passions, or making mistakes from which

they learn. 

 

As we look back on nearly five decades of

existence, I am so proud to say that we have

helped hundreds of families in the Madison area

build a solid educational foundation and love of

lifelong learning for their children. Within these

pages we honor our 8th grade graduates, gain

knowledge from our incredible Montessori

guides pursuing their own lifelong learning

journeys, and look forward to a new year of

personal discovery. As we declare this upcoming

school year The Year of Discovery, we encourage

you all to wonder, explore, experiment,

speculate, and be curious along with us. We are

honored to travel with you on this voyage of

discovery in 2019! 

 

The Year of 
Discovery

A Note from the Board Chair

Long before we officially declared it

our mission to respect children and

their natural joy of discovery, we were

living out that philosophy each and

every day at MCMS.

Judy Olingy, MCMS Board Chair  P A G E  5



We Are Lifelong Learners

“Instruction becomes a living thing. Instead of being illustrated, it is brought to life. In a word, the outing

is a new key for the intensification of instruction ordinarily given in the school.” 

-Maria Montessori

Going Outs and Montessori Excursions
The Montessori practice of “going out” begins during the elementary years. Elementary-age students are

naturally curious and have a strong internal drive to discover how our world works. In Montessori classrooms,

students are empowered to find the answers to their own questions with the materials and resources in a

prepared environment. When a group of students is driven to explore a topic beyond the walls of the MCMS

classroom, they are able to deepen their study in the form of a “going out”. 

 

This year, our MCMS students experienced a variety of "going outs" and field trips. Students are encouraged

from the moment they join our school to pursue their own curiosities, and learn from the greater world around

them. Excursions and Going Outs are just several of the ways that students develop as lifelong learners here at

MCMS!
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Climate Change
I want you to stop, think about our earth. Our animals. Ourselves.

Our planet is dying, and we need to help it. Thirty-seven percent of

Americans believe that climate change is a hoax. Ninety-seven

percent of scientists know what’s really happening to the world,

and they’re the ones helping us stop it.

 

The U.S. makes up less than 5% of the earth’s population, yet we

consume 25% of the world’s commercial energy and 22% of the

world’s industrial emissions of C02 (carbon dioxide). The average

sea level is expected to rise between 11 and 38 inches before the

end of the century, enough to swamp many cities along the east

coast. In more dire predictions, including the complete melting of

the Greenland ice sheet brings the sea level to 23 feet, enough to

submerge London.

 

When this happens, we will face destructive erosion, wetland

flooding, soil contamination, and loss of habitat for fish, plants and

even birds. Climate change may kill off polar bears in the next 20

years. These are facts you may have heard before.

 

You think, “wow, that’s horrible”. But what’s that gonna do? I’m not

saying it’s bad to bring attention to the matter, but what is that

going to do long term? Are you really helping, or just pretending

to? Joe Lieberman once said: “Today, we can see with our own eyes

what global warming is doing. In that context it becomes truly

irresponsible, if not immoral, for us not to do something."

                                                       

And he’s right.

 

There are so many ways to help, and by being just a little more

mindful, we can all play our part in combating climate change. Just

by taking a cold shower, using fabric cloths or even turning off the

lights as you leave a room, you can impact our world. Maybe not a

lot; maybe no one will even know. But by making a few small

choices, you can make a difference, you can make a change; you

can make the world just a little bit greener. Together, we can make

the world a better place. 

 

"BY MAKING A FEW
SMALL CHOICES, YOU

CAN MAKE A
DIFFERENCE.YOU CAN

MAKE A CHANGE."

-BROOKE KRAMER

This past year, Martha introduced her Upper

Elementary classroom to a new initiative called

Project Soapbox. Project Soapbox was created by

an organization called Mikva Challenge, whose

mission is to develop youth to be empowered,

informed, and active citizens who will promote a just

and equitable society. Students in 6th through 12th

grade reflect on, and write a speech about, a

problem they see in their community while learning

about rhetorical devices and public speaking skills.  

 

The students were all extremely passionate about

this project, and selected topics like climate change,

microplastics, poverty, bullying children with special

needs, and Black Lives Matter. 

 

Students then presented their speeches to an

audience of other classrooms. The speeches were

evaluated with a rubric by a panel of judges. Brooke

Kramer was awarded first place for her speech on

climate change, which you can read on the right. 

 

Thank you to our panel of judges, which included

Vicki McCarthy, Head of School; Amy Jester, a

parent volunteer; and Gurdip Brar, the mayor of

Middleton!

 

Project Soapbox
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CONGRATULATIONS TO THE 
CLASS OF 2019!

My time at MCMS has definitely

helped me grow as a person. I like

how it allows you to choose what to

work on. I am glad to be leaving, but

am also glad for all of the

experiences I had here. I know that

as I move on to high school and

beyond, I will remember my time

here. I am sure that all the things

that I have learned here will help me

on my journey to adulthood.

Ben
The relationships and the memories

that you make at this school will last

longer than you expect. Right now is

the best time as any to make lifelong

friendships, and you won’t regret it.

I’ve made friends here I won’t ever

forget and I’ve learned important

lessons here I won’t forget either...I

have had an incredible 12 years here,

and I’m finally prepared for whatever

happens next. 

Grace
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I’d like to thank my Upper

Elementary guides for having fun

with me, understanding when I made

mistakes, and for pushing me to do

math, even though I did not want to.

I have always been nervous for high

school, but I finally feel ready to

move on. MCMS has prepared me for

the years to come, and I am so

excited to start whatever is next. 

Kate I met so many friends in Upper

Elementary and the Adolescent class,

and we had some pretty cool

experiences together that I will never

forget. Going to high school means the

end of baking in the kitchen, and

running out of pizza at Lunchapalooza.

I feel that Montessori has prepared me

for many aspects of high school, and I

am ready to go. Who knows what kinds

of people I’ll meet in high school, but I

can only hope they are as amazing as

the people that I have met here. 

Maggie

Like the people before me, I am taking

the next exciting step towards my

future. I had a lot of friends from when

I was in Children’s House that I am still

friends with today, which is super cool.

Friends can either make or break you,

and it’s important to surround yourself

with good people. As humans, we

emulate our environment. So if you

want to be a good person, surround

yourself with them. 

Rae

Now that high school is rolling around

the corner, I feel prepared and excited

because I know what to expect. Thank

you to the guides, my parents, and my

friends for a great time at MCMS. It

might have been a happy coincidence

that MCMS was down the street from

my house, but I don’t regret learning

here.

Tate I still remember my first day here,

when my mom told me that I was going

to visit a new school. While it was

scary at first, it became fun for me and

I enjoyed it a lot. My favorite memories

from Children’s House were the

jumping bean dances, learning to learn,

and seeing the huge, big kids walk by

every day. I want to thank my parents

for choosing this school for me when I

was younger. 

Tiger
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    We do not need
magic to change the
world, we carry all
the power we need

inside ourselves
already: we have the

power to imagine
better.

-J.K. Rowling

     It's your road,
and yours alone.

Others may walk it
with you, but no

one can walk it for
you.
-Rumi



Community Focus
Montessori  Colors
Our  MCMS  community  is  a  talented  crew !  This  year ’s  Montessori  Colors  talent  show  on  February

24  did  not  disappoint .  We  had  24  acts ,  ranging  from  dancing  and  singing ,  gymnastics ,  piano  and

guitar  musical  arrangements ,  to  an  ice  skating  performance !
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2019  MCMS  Annual  Gala  
Annual  Gala  Everyone  came  dressed  in  their  finest  to  our  Roaring  20s  Annual  Gala  this  year ,

which  was  held  on  April  13  at  the  Old  Sugar  Disti l lery .  It  was  a  night  of  jazz  and  gin ,  with  the

Disti l lery  offering  a  variety  of  1920 ’s  inspired  drinks .  Thank  you  to  everyone  who  came  to

support  us  in  this  fundraiser  by  purchasing  auction  items  and  dancing  the  night  away !

Fox  Trot  Family  Fun  Run
The  race  was  on !  Our  annual  Fox  Trot  Family  Fun  Run  was  an  incredible  event  this  year ,  with  a

total  of  92  runners  and  walkers  that  participated  in  our  5K  race  and  1  Mile  walk/run  at  the

Orchid  Heights  Park .  The  rain  held  off  just  long  enough  for  everyone  to  cross  the  finish  l ine .

Thank  you  to  all  of  our  families  that  came  ready  to  run !

 

We  want  to  thank  all  of  our  parent  volunteers  who  helped  make  the  above  events  possible ,

and  to  the  parent  chairs ,  Meg  P .  (Montessori  Colors) and  Brian  G .  (Fox  Trot), who  helped

organize  all  these  incredible  opportunities  for  our  community  to  gather !

 

 

2019

Annual 

Gala

Fox

Trot
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SETTING BOUNDARIES AND LIMITS

THE MONTESSORI WAY
by Samantha Moyer

POSTMODERN
PAINTING. Stella

alternately paints in
oil and watercolor

Take a peek into a day

in the life of budding

artist Stella Young,

and how she improves

her craft

Maria Montessori’s concept to “follow

the child” or “give the child freedom”

is one that can create some confusion

for modern day parents. This

philosophy does not mean that we

should raise our children in an

environment that is completely void of

rules, but alludes to the Montessori

concept of “freedom within limits.” It

is a method far outside of the average,

and it takes a lot of practice to create

such a lifestyle.

 

Consistent Expectations and

Clear Limits

Young children thrive in an orderly,

predictable environment, with

consistent routines and reasonable

expectations. When children are able

to get adequate sleep, nutrition, and

stimulation, they are able to function

and learn at their highest level. When

routine is altered, children may

become tired, hungry, over-stimulated,

etc. In these situations, it is not

reasonable for us to expect their best

behavior. 

"Your child’s
misbehavior doesn’t
make you a bad
parent. Misbehavior is
purely a cry for sleep,
food, attention, or
firmer limits."

We are kind to each other – this

means that even if we disagree, we

will not hurt each other physically

or emotionally; this teaches children

to respect themselves and others.

We sit at the table to eat – this

prevents food from going where it

shouldn’t, and reminds people that

eating is a social occasion; we don’t

play and eat at the same time.

Do the best you can to schedule your

day around your child’s routine, and

when that is not possible, be sure to

adjust your behavior expectations

without becoming angry or frustrated.

It is important to set ground rules. A

lack of ground rules forces the adults

in the family to “wing it,” and make

things up on the spot, which can cause

difficulties for the adults as well as for

the children.

 

Simone Davies’ book, The Montessori

Toddler, offers some examples of age-

appropriate rules:

 

We contribute to the household –

helping around the house and being

a valued member of the family no

matter what age.

Rough play by mutual consent – if

someone says “stop,” they are

saying they are not having fun any

more, and we need to respect their

wishes.

 

It is OK to Say “No”

You are the parent, and you run your

home - your child is not in charge. If

children lack limits in their life, and

are given too much power, that will

leave them feeling very unstable, not

sure what to expect next, or what is

expected of them. 
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It looks like you …

Are you telling me …?

Are you feeling …?

It seems like …

I am guessing you might feel …?

These feelings are then reflected in their behavior.  However, this does

not mean that you need to be a dictator; it means that although you show

authority, you also show warmth. This is known as authoritative

parenting. Firm limits should be set by the parent, with the best interests

of the child’s development in mind. 

 

Follow Through Calmly and Respectfully

Say what you mean, and mean what you say. Perhaps one of your home’s

ground rules is that everyone sits down at the table for meals. One

evening at dinner, your child isn’t listening to this rule, so you say, “if I see

you getting out of your chair, that will tell me that you are all done, and

your dinner will be put away.” If the child gets up from the dinner table

and walks away, it is important to actually put his or her meal away for

the night, regardless of how much food is still left on the plate. This

provides real meaning behind your words.

 

Adults should always express limits clearly.  It is helpful to get down to

the child’s level and say, “I can’t let you …,” or tell them what you are

going to do: “you’re  hitting, so I’m going to hold your hand.”

Acknowledge negative feelings and allow children to release a full range of

emotions. Remind them that you will love them no matter what. If a child

needs help verbalizing his or her emotions, you can say:

 

 

Make Amends

Once you observe that the child is calm and ready to talk, you can begin

to make amends. We want children to learn to take responsibility for their

actions, so this is a very important step. We can ask them, “how can we

make this better?” If they are still very young, this might mean that you

may have to do some modeling. (Example: Saying sorry to who was hurt,

asking if the friend is ok).

 

Dealing with Toddler Tantrums

Once a tantrum has started, no reasoning or explanation is going to reach

a young child. Let them know that it is ok for them to “melt down,” and

that you are there to keep them safe. Trying to calm the child, rush the

process, or distract them sometimes only makes it worse. You can offer

them a hug, or, if they would rather not, you can stay nearby and let them

know you are there if they need you. Once they are calm, you can

reconnect and make amends.

 

“Ignoring the tantrum directs their feelings at us instead of at the problem

that upset them. It creates conflict just when they are needing

connection.” – Simone Davies, The Montessori Toddler

 

Many parents are ashamed, embarrassed and annoyed by their child’s

behavior. Your child’s misbehavior doesn’t make you a bad parent.

Misbehavior is purely a cry for sleep, food, attention, or firmer limits.

Young children have VERY little self control – so it is up to you to do your

best to set them up with a consistent schedule, a respectful environment,

and firm limits. 

 
Samantha is our Toddler

Community Montessori Guide,

and holds an AMI Montessori

certificate for the 0 to 3 year-

old age level. She is a graduate

of the University of Wisconsin –

Madison, where she earned her

Bachelor’s degree in human

development and family studies. 
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Sam runs the blog, The Budding Seed

(www.thebuddingseed.com), where she writes about

being a Montessori mom in a modern world.



Scenes from Summer
Our summer programs had a wildly successful 9-week run!

Toddler and Children's House students were able to spend time in

their Montessori classrooms, and also enjoyed special projects,

gardening, water play, and lots of outdoor time in the sunshine!

Page 14 



T H E  A R T I S T S  O F  M C M S

Pictured on the right are the

Montessori learners we

welcomed to MCMS 

this past year! 

 

We extend a warm welcome to

all of our newest learners and

their families as they start

school with us this fall. Our new

students will be featured in our

Fall/Winter edition of the

Discovery Magazine!
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Upcoming Events

January
Classes Resume

Staff Inservice: No School

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day: No School

Public Open House

6
17

20

29

December 
Staff Inservice: No School

MCMS Band Concert

Winter Community Sings 

Begin Winter Break: No School

6
11

20

23

November
Public Open House

2019 MCMS Annual Benefit 

Feast for Friends: Half Day Dismissal

Thanksgiving Break: No School

14
16

27

28-29

2019

MadisonCommunityMontessori

madisoncommunitymontessori

Follow us for daily news on our accounts:

8406 Ellington Way

Middleton, WI 53562

(608) 806-8671

 www.madisoncommunitymontessori.org

3
5/10/12

22

23

September 
First Day of School (returning students)

P.I.E: Fall Community Class Gatherings

Back-to-School Picnic 11am-2pm

International Day of Peace
30 - Oct 2 School Photos

October 
School Photos

Staff Inservice Day: No School

Parent Observations Begin

Parent/Teacher Conferences: No School
Grandparents Day

1-3
4

15

24-25
28

15 Elementary Go-to-School Event
17 Children's House Go-to-School Event
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what this looks like within the walls of our school.

 

Children at MCMS are given the unique opportunity

to dig in deep and truly pursue their interests. On any

given day, you may find children making applesauce

or crocheting their own jewelry (or crowns!). They are

first learning to read, and then are reading to learn.

They are building the Trinomial Cube, and then using

this same material to solve algebraic equations. Your

children are discovering something new at every turn!

 

At MCMS, we are never too old to discover

something new! Parent Information and Engagement

(PIE) events are designed to help families learn more

about Montessori, or to explore new strategies and

parenting techniques in the home. Scott and Ross

hosted a PIE event in September called “Teens and

Technology”, which you can read more about on page

12. There are so many opportunities for you to

discover more here at MCMS; I hope to see you soon

at one of our upcoming PIE events.

 

Until then, I invite you to dive in and explore the

content shared here. Get another glimpse of the

magic that unfolds here each day. My dad has always

said, “You learn something new every day.” This is

especially true here at MCMS! Find something that

leaves you with some questions? Call or stop by. I

would love to hear more about what you have

discovered today!

 

The Art 
of Discovery

W
h

at
's

 In
si

d
e?

Vicki McCarthy, MCMS Head of School

As a community, we’ve been

talking a lot about discovery; we

wholeheartedly believe this is

fundamental to the work being

done by everyone here at MCMS.

Discovery, by definition, is the art

of observing or finding something

new or unknown. Let’s explore 

Letter: From the Head of School 
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Dear MCMS Community,

 

A new year. How did that happen?! 

 

2020 has a good feeling for our students and for our

entire school community. It will bring change, which

can sometimes be hard to navigate. But I have no

doubt that change will lead us as a school to look

towards the future and grow in new and exciting

ways. 

 

These last 10 years, with Vicki McCarthy leading

MCMS as the Head of School, has been the most

exciting, creative, growth-producing decade in the

school’s history. Hundreds of students have been

enriched and educated through the tireless work and

professionalism of our teachers and staff, in ways

that will benefit them for a lifetime.

 

Exciting and wonderful change is coming. Kathleen

Franzen will be taking over as the incoming MCMS

Head of School on July 1, 2020. The Board of Trustees

engaged in an extensive, six-month long search for a

new head of school. Kathleen brings her enthusiasm

and energy to MCMS, along with an extensive

background in building and strengthening schools,

including the Montessori high school in Milwaukee.

Kathleen’s three children will be enrolling in MCMS,

and we are excited to welcome them all into our

classrooms and our community! 

 

There will be opportunities in the coming months for

the MCMS community to get to know Kathleen as she

learns the present workings of the school, and creates

her vision for the future. The Board of Trustees will

continue its mission to ensure the long-term viability

and excellence here at MCMS, providing the highest

quality AMI Montessori education for present and

future generations of students.

 

Best wishes to everyone, 

 

2020: A New
Decade 

A Note from the Board Chair

Judy Olingy, MCMS Board Chair  P A G E  3



Dear MCMS Community, 

 

I am honored and elated to be joining MCMS as the next

Head of School in a long history of caring, visionary leaders

who have made this school what it is today. I am eager to

meet students, faculty, staff, parents and alumni as I begin to

transition into my new role. 

 

It has been a pleasure to spend time with the MCMS

community over the last month. I admire MCMS’s commitment

to providing an authentic and rich Montessori experience and

its clear and unequivocal focus on fostering a child’s natural

joy of discovery. In every conversation I have had, I have been

struck by a deep passion for the school. The welcoming

nature of all constituents, and the genuine sense that

everyone I met truly cared about MCMS is a testament to the

strength of your community. Beyond this, what stood out to

me was the appreciation for the hard-working, talented

faculty who are dedicated to honoring the natural

development of their students. Over and over, I heard stories

of connection and of genuine pride in how MCMS forges

enduring relationships while respecting and valuing

individuals. It is inspiring to enter into a school that is

committed to understanding, embracing, and celebrating

every community member.

 

I am a teacher at heart; compassionately in awe of the

miracles within each child, each family, and each classroom.

To serve and lead within a vibrant school community is a deep

personal passion as well as a professional journey for me. As

a leader, I am eager to listen, observe, question and learn

from all stakeholders in order to make informed decisions and

continue to collaboratively bring the school’s vision into

reality. I feel fortunate to work with this amazing group of

educators in partnership with students, parents, alumni, and

the Board to build on the legacy of an enriching and

supportive environment that is the hallmark of MCMS.

 

It is an honor to be entrusted with your children and with

MCMS - a school with a remarkable history and spectacular

promise for the future. My family is excited to be joining such

a caring school community. I eagerly await the opportunity to

get to know you, your children, and your dreams for the future

of MCMS, and I sincerely look forward to the work ahead.

 

Warmly,

 

 

 

Kathleen Franzen

KATHLEEN
FRANZEN

Meet

Introducing next year's Head of School

 P A G E  4



CYNTHIA  BLISS ROSS  COHEN AMBER  LATINO

Amber is originally from Texas.
She and her family recently

moved to Middleton. She majored
in International Studies at the
University of St. Thomas and

earned her law degree from the
University of Texas. She is an AMS
certified adolescent teacher and

was a guide in that community for
three years at her previous

school. Before her work in the
adolescent community, she also

served as an assistant in the
toddler environment. She is

thrilled to be a part of the toddler
community at

MCMS. Amber enjoys reading,
cooking, and watching British

murder mysteries.

Ross grew up in Middleton, WI,
attended UW-Stevens Point as an

undergrad, and received his
Master's in Education from
Edgewood College. Through

positions at REAP Food Group,
Dane County Humane Society,

and surrounding school districts,
Ross has worked with and

educated hundreds of students,
teaching many topics including

environmental studies and STEM
education. He is excited to join
the MCMS community, and is

looking forward to putting all of
his combined skills and talents to
work. In his free time, Ross loves

gardening, hiking, and playing
outside with his wife, daughter

and pups.

Cynthia knew she wanted to
study art at UW-Madison when,
on a high school field trip, she

fell in love with the quirky
Humanities building and the

magical things going on there.
She earned a B.S. in art

education there, and later an
M.S. in curriculum and

instruction with an emphasis on
working with at-risk students

from UW-Whitewater. She has
taught middle school art at a
public school for the past 26

years. Cynthia is also a
professional artist, and in her

free time enjoys hiking with her
dog, cross-country skiing,
kayaking, reading, music,

remodeling her house, and
traveling.

DANIELLE  OLIVAS-

KLUBERTANZ

Danielle grew up in nearby
Cottage Grove and recently

moved to Fitchburg. She went to
UW-Whitewater where she

received her degree in psychology
with a minor in family studies;
Danielle received her master’s

degree in special education there
as well. She has experience

working with typically developing
students, as well as students with
special needs. She has worked as

an aide in a school, assisting a
student with autism, and has also
worked as a behavioral therapist

for children on the spectrum.
Danielle is excited to be working

at Madison Community
Montessori School!

We would like to recognize three very special anniversaries

this year! Upper Elementary assistant, Marisol Garcia,

celebrated her 10th year at MCMS; Director of Education,

Meghan Smyth, her 25th year; and Children's House Guide,

Anna McAleavy, was honored for her 30th year with us. 

 

Meghan now joins our Children's House assistant, Kim

Wipperfurth, our Lower Elementary assistant, Laura

Spitzig, Anna, and our Head of School Emeritus Dorothy

Zografi in the elite "25+ Club." Thank you for helping to

make MCMS such a wonderful community!

M
IL
E
ST

O
N
E
SMarisol

10 Years

New Faces at MCMS

Meghan
25 Years

Anna
30 Years
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WELCOME TO OUR NEWEST LEARNERS

“We shall walk together on this path of life, for all things are part of the universe and are

connected with each other to form one whole unity.”

-Maria Montessori

We are so thrilled to welcome all of our new families here to MCMS. Our

community and classrooms are enriched by your presence, and we are so happy

you are here. We welcome you and hope you enjoy sharing in this journey of

Montessori Education with us!
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Go-to-School Events 
Our students are not the only lifelong learners in our MCMS community! Every year our parents get the opportunity to have

their children give them some Montessori lessons in their classrooms. We celebrate a culture in which our parents, staff, and

students are always constantly learning and growing from each other. Make sure to save the date for our upcoming Go-to-

School nights: Elementary classrooms on February 11, and Children's House on February 12!
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MCMS

Gives

Thanks

MCMS  Gives  Thanks
Each  year  we  look  forward  to  helping  the  Middleton  Outreach  Ministries  in  their  Thanksgiving

food  drive .  Our  community  helped  raise  1 ,476  pounds  of  food .  Our  Adolescent  class  went  out

into  the  local  community  to  help  collect  food  at  local  businesses  and  within  our  neighborhood .   

 

Many  of  our  classrooms  also  celebrated  the  Thanksgiving  holiday  by  having  community  feasts !

Our  Lower  Elementary  classrooms  kept  their  tradition  of  making  stone  soup ,  while  our

Children 's  House  Classrooms  all  came  together  to  eat  one  grand  meal !  

 

 

Back to

School

Picnic

Community Focus
Back-to-School  Picnic
We  didn 't  let  a  spot  of  rain  stop  our  back-to-school  picnic  this  year !  Our  MCMS  families  had

fun  splashing  in  their  boots  and  dancing  to  the  tunes  of  local  band  Casey  and  Greg  at

Rennebohm  Park .  Thank  you  to  all  of  our  families  that  brought  delicious  food  for  us  all  to

enjoy ! .  
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2019  Fall  Benefit :  Escape  the  Room !
It  was  a  race  to  escape  the  room  at  our  fal l  fundraising  benefit !  Each  of  our  Montessori

classrooms  were  set  up  with  stories  and  clues  that  teams  needed  to  piece  together  in  order  to

find  their  way  out .  The  event  helped  raise  over  $3 ,000  for  MCMS .  Thank  you  to  all  of  our

volunteers ,  the  benefit  planning  committee ,  our  staff ,  class  l iaisons ,  and  families  that  helped

donate  items  and  time  to  make  this  event  a  success !  

A  Celebration  of  Peace
Every  year ,  we  celebrate  the  International  Day  of  Peace  with  an  all-school  celebration .  Peace

education  is  a  huge  aspect  of  the  Montessori  Method ,  and  the  opportunity  to  honor  and

remember  the  importance  of  peace  on  this  special  day  is  one  that  we  cherish .  Dr .  Montessori

saw  the  education  of  young  children  as  the  human  race ’s  opportunity  to  recreate  itself  in  a  way

that  would  eliminate  war .  From  a  very  early  age ,  our  students  learn  to  think  globally  about  the

human  race  and  its  place  in  the  entire  system  of  our  planet !

Escape

the

Room

Day

of

Peace
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Grandparents Day 2019
Grandparents hold such a special place in our hearts here at MCMS!  We

were so excited to have so many of our grandparents join us this year for our

annual celebration. In the spirit of lifelong learning, our grandparents enjoyed

some lessons in the classroom, and then joined us for an all-school sing!
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LIVING WITH DIGITAL NATIVES
A PARENT'S GUIDE TO NAVIGATING TEENS AND TECHNOLOGY

 By Scott McIntyre and Ross Cohen

POSTMODERN
PAINTING. Stella

alternately paints in
oil and watercolor

Take a peek into a day

in the life of budding

artist Stella Young,

and how she improves

her craft

Understanding teenagers and

technology can be daunting. It

sometimes seems like teenagers’ lives

revolve around their technology. From

the internet and social media, phones,

apps, games, television and other types

of technology, technology is

increasingly becoming an essential part

of our daily lives. Many of today’s

young people – often referred to as

‘digital natives’ – haven’t known any

other way.  This fall we offered a

Parent Information and Engagement

event called “Teens and Technology” in

which we examined how technology is

being used in our classrooms, and

discussed some important points to

think about when setting technology

guidelines for students and families to

apply in our own homes.

 

Benefits of Technology

Personal technology has significant

value in today’s day and age. It allows

for easy communication (between

parents and children), it opens the door

for creativity, and it connects students

to world issues. Chances are, many of

the future jobs our students will hold

will revolve around technology.

"It is imperative that
students understand
that once something
is on the web or in the
cloud, it will be there
forever."

Technology can be used for good

purposes when coupled with healthy and

clear boundaries. In our classroom,

personal technology is to be used as a

tool, and never as a toy or weapon. We

believe technology is best when being

used to support production and

creativity (such as writing, making art,

and learning programming) and not as

pure consumption (watching YouTube,

playing games, etc).

 

Potential Risks for Teens

There are certainly many pitfalls of

technology.  It disconnects people from

face-to-face contact, can foster

loneliness and isolation, allows for easy

access to mature content, and it gives

companies massive amounts of our

personal data.  In addition, there are

addictive aspects of gaming and social

media which can lead to moody

behavior and a lack of sleep (something

that can already come as a challenge for

parents with teenagers!).

 

Being a Good Digital Citizen

In our Adolescent community, we

address the concept of Digital

Citizenship throughout the year.  

We have conversations with students

about their “digital footprint”, and how

decisions they make online will impact

their current (and future) lives and

privacy. Some of the topics we talk

about with our students include safety

and security around sharing pictures

and personal information,

communication and collaboration (like

how to compose an email and how to

use online tools), and ethics around

topics like plagiarism and cyberbullying. 

It is imperative that students

understand that once something is on

the web or in the cloud, it will be there

forever.

 

We encourage families to embrace

setting clear expectations and guidelines

for when and where technology should

be used. One way of doing that may be

to, as a family, write a family

technology code of ethics that everyone

abides by.
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Scott has been with Madison

Community Montessori School

since 2006. He is originally from

northern Michigan where he

earned degrees in business

management and in forestry at

Michigan Technological

University. He earned a master’s

degree in environmental 

education at UW-Stevens Point. Afterward, he

worked at Nature’s Classroom Institute. In his free

time, he enjoys running, biking, camping, hiking, and

exploring the outdoors of Wisconsin with his family.

 
Ross grew up in Middleton,

attended UW-Stevens Point as

an undergrad, and received his

Master’s in Education from

Edgewood College. Through

positions at REAP Food Group,

Dane County Humane Society,

and surrounding school

districts, Ross has worked with 

and educated hundreds of students, teaching many

topics including environmental studies and STEM

education. In his free time, Ross loves gardening,

hiking, and playing outside with his wife, daughter and

pups.

Have your kids write & illustrate their own book

Visit the local library to find books or check out upcoming events

Go for a family bike ride

Make a magnetic story board with a baking sheet

Gather some yummy goodies and go on a family picnic

Visit the humane society to give love and attention to the animals

Research and create your family tree

Sort through old clothes and toys that can be donated

Play cards, puzzles, or board games

Prepare and plant a garden – even if it’s just in pots

Go on a nature hike & have your kids journal what they see

Learn about your local culture and history

Attend a local event, play, or musical performance

Spend some time at a local bookstore

Dine at a new local restaurant

Visit a local museum

Create costumes out of old clothes and craft scraps

Build a blanket fort and tell camp-style stories

Draw or paint portraits of each family member

Go on a nature scavenger hunt

Play in a creek and discover what lives there

Complete random acts of kindness together

Visit your local farmers market and get to know the farmers

Go bowling

Visit a local park in your area that you haven't visited before

Help the kids plan a meal they can make by themselves

Encourage your child to declutter their room and rotate old toys

Take an art class or create your own art at home 

Plan a living room ball and dance the afternoon away

Go camping

Learn how to identify animal tracks

Make a keepsake treasure box

Explore local landmarks

Spend an afternoon planting or enjoying wildflowers

Grab a blanket and watch the clouds – list all the shapes you see

Get up early and watch the sun rise

Rearrange the furniture

Take a boat ride or go fishing

Go on a nature / critter walk before bedtime with a flash light

See a local sporting event

If young people understand what it means to be good

‘digital citizens’, parents should have every reason to

trust them with managing their own internet use, just

as you trust them to act responsibly when they’re at

school or with their friends. It is also important for

parents to model good use of technology at home

around their children. Technology usage at home has

been found to be most successful when families have

“technology free” times and zones in the house that

outline when family members can have screen time. 

 

Technology in the modern day and age cannot be

avoided, nor does it need to be. But it is important that

students understand the consequences on their health

and privacy when technology is used in excess or

improperly. All of us, not just young people, need to

learn how to exercise moderation. Technology can be

used in productive ways, while balancing a healthy and

physically active life, learning, and making space for

other types of play and creativity. 

 

Go Screen-Free for a Week

We will be celebrating Screen-Free Week from May 4-

10, 2020, and we encourage everyone to start thinking

of ways that you can partake in this event with us! It is

never too early to start planning for ways that you can

make intentional space for that healthy balance, and

encourage more personal and face-to-face

relationships with those you love.

"ALL OF US, NOT JUST YOUNG PEOPLE, NEED TO LEARN
HOW TO EXERCISE MODERATION."
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THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO HAS
ALREADY SUPPORTED DISCOVERY THIS YEAR:

Daniel and Emily Abbott
Nicolas and Abby Alexander
Max and Maureen Anderson
Scott and Laura Anderson
Mike and Lisa Andrewski
Wesley and Kristin Ayres

Ayres Painting Company

Andrew Baack

Alok Bachuwar and Purandhri Patel
Brandon and Jennifer Baldock
Carl and Peggy Barlett

Robyn Birnstein-Maramag
Marilyn Byrne
Philip Carlson and Alissa Santurri
Erica Chiarkas
Josh Chiarkas
Nick Chiarkas and Judy Olingy
Tanis Clark and Jaime Palma
Stephen and Dawn Clawson

Ross Cohen and Briana Lenzlinger
Patrick and Laura Cooney
Bob and Therese Corby

John and Lauren Craig
Cody and Leah Cry

James and Courtney Dalton
Tim and Jenny Dedering

Bob and Chris Dicke

Jim and Jennifer DuRocher

Jonathan Durr and Jennifer Filbert
David Eck and Jennifer Jurgensen
Ruth Filbert

Steve Filbert

Wade and Angela Fransson
Al and Shirley Freiberg
Daniel and Erin Freiberg

Michele Gassman

Mary Lee Gleason
Scott Hanson and Jennie Hounshell
Gary Harutunian and Lizette Becerra-Ramirez

Bruce and Kathryn Heling

Bob Jacobson and Cynthia Bliss

Josh Heling and Amy Jester

Joshua and Jessica Hermsen

Julie Hermsen Dooley

Don Isham and Melissa Marti

James Joyce and Nancy Viscovich

Dee King and Gail Grigg

 

 

Greg and Tracy Kramer
Thomas Kuplic and Emily Dickmann
Bill and Ginny Kussner
Ryan Lowell and Marisol Garcia
Derek and Kyle Larson
Chad and Meghan Leatherman
Kai Li and Stacy Austin-Li
Tim and Elaine Lin
Paul and Anna McAleavy
Vicki and Kevin McCarthy
Scott and Anne McIntyre
Mike McKinley and Maria Moreno
Benjamin Meyers and Aimee Arrigoni
Shane and Samantha Moyer
Matt Klubertanz and Danielle Olivas-Klubertanz 
Rosa Owen 
Bora Ozel
Melissa Ozel
Gary Pan and Jade Chen
Jitenora and Daksha Patel
Philip and Kelly Petrowski
Andrew Pfaff and Maggie Musgrave
Michael Pomroy and Deborah Marble
Amit and Maureen Popat
Gerry and Michele Riopel
Jason and Roshelle Ritzenthaler
Sean Saager and Jessie Guo
Tarek Said and Kate Corby
T.J. and Kate Sargent
Peter Schlueter and Nicole Westphal
Resham Singh and Manjinder Kaur
Meghan Smyth
Laura and Chris Spitzig
Aaron and Soma Struck
Tom and Emily Togstad
Patience Vallier
Jordan van Rijn and Leonora Diaz Palacios
Kate Vestlie 
Joe and Amanda Viviani
David Watkins and Megan McDonald
Kim Wipperfurth
Rachel Wortsman
Hadi and Lua Yaganagi

 

We would also like to thank all of our donors

who wish to remain anonymous.
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Yes, I want to support Discovery!

NAME

ADDRESS

EMAIL

PHONE

TOTAL PLEDGE   $

Gifts of $400

from each MCMS

family will allow 

us to reach our

annual goal

I have enclosed my check made out to MCMS

Please evenly apply my gift to my monthly tuition starting in: _______ 

Please charge my ___Visa   ___Mastercard   ___Discover   ___American Express

________________________________       ___________       ___________
Card Number Security Code Exp. Date

______________________________________________________________
Signature

In Honor of: ______________________________

In Memory of: ____________________________
 

This gift is:

Please send notification of this gift to (please list name and address):

______________________________________________________________

My gift will be matched by my employer:

______________________________________________________________

Your gift is fully tax-deductible to the extent allowed by
law. All gifts should be received by May 31, 2020 in
order to benefit this year's students. 
 
To remit, please tear out and mail to: 
MCMS 
8406 Ellington Way
Middleton, WI 53562
 

Please indicate your relationship to MCMS: 

___Current Family  ___Alumni Student  ___Alumni Parent  ___Grandparent

___Staff  ___Friend or Extended Family  ___Board Member 

 

 
D  scovery 

Fund

The The Madison Community Montessori Discovery Fund is our largest annual

fundraising effort. Each year, MCMS relies on generous gifts from our parents,

grandparents, faculty and staff, Board of Trustees, alumni, and friends to support

the operation of the school. 

 

Discovery Fund gifts have an immediate impact on the day-to-day vibrancy of

MCMS. They allow us to fund learning experiences and school purchases for our

students and staff throughout the year, including going-outs for students,

professional development for staff, technology and building innovations, and

enhancements for our classroom environments. The beneficiaries of this year’s

Discovery Fund are THIS year’s students.

 

Our goal of having 100% participation from our parents can only be made possible

with your help. We are proud to say that this year, every single member of our

staff and our Board of Trustees has already made a commitment. Every gift, no

matter the size, ensures that we are able to provide the very best in Montessori

education for our bright, young minds. Please consider making a pledge today to

support Discovery for all of our students this school year!

madison
community
montessori
school

Leadership Societies
Levels of Discovery

$2,500+

$1,972+

$1,000+

$500+

$250+

Up to $250 Pioneer

Trailblazer

Innovator

Visionary*

Achiever

Illuminator

*F
o
un

d
e
rs

 L
e
ve

l

2019-2020: Family of Funds

We thank you for your generosity.

The Family of Funds represents the most fundamental and mission-driven aspects of

MCMS's programming. The Discovery Family of Funds allows you to indicate which area of

the MCMS experience that you find most compelling.

Please take a moment to indicate that below:

Your support will help us to: provide unique curricular opportunities in all grade levels, attract and

retain master Montessori educators, maintain our beautiful school building and grounds, provide for

technology upgrades, and enhance financial assistance for families who may not otherwise be able

to experience a Montessori education. It also allows for our MCMS leadership to fund things that

may have the most direct and immediate need during the course of the year. 

Classroom Enhancements

Building and Grounds Updates

Financial Assistance

Faculty and Staff Professional Development 

Technology Upgrades

Area of Greatest Need

Madison Community Montessori School 
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UPCOMING EVENTS2020

MadisonCommunityMontessori madisoncommunitymontessoriFollow us for daily news on our accounts:

8406 Ellington Way
Middleton, WI 53562
(608) 806-8671

www.madisoncommunitymontessori.org

February
Alumni Panel

Elementary Go-to-School Event

Children's House Go-to-School Event

February Break: No School

6
11

12

17

14 February Break: No School

Parent/Teacher Conferences: No School27-28
Re-enrollment Applications Due28

March
Re-enrollment Contracts due6
MCMS Public Open House15

Spirit Day and All-School Sing

Staff Inservice Day: No School
Spring Break: No School
Classes Resume

19

20
23-27
30

April
Elementary Expo10

Elementary Outing / Earth Day
Staff Inservice Day: No School

22
24

May
Screen-Free Week

MCMS Band Concert

4-10

6

7-8 Lower Elementary Upham Woods Trip

Transitions Meetings: CH and AD19
Transitions Meetings: Toddler, LE, and UE21
Staff Inservice Day: No School22

Upper Elementary 3rd Year Bike Trip29

June
Adolescent Forum 

Tracy's Class: Spring Performance

1-2

3

Anna's Class: Spring Performance4

Emily's Class: Spring Performance5

AD Class Camping Trip4-5

Last Day of Classes: Graduation, Half Day
Dismissal, and All-School Picnic

10

Montessori Education Week24-28

Upper Elementary Drama Performance18

Adolescent Class trip to NYC13-18

11-15 Adolescent to Nature's Classroom Institute

Memorial Day: No School25



2018
2019

Madison Community 
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The 2018-2019 school year marked

the end of my tenth year serving as

the Head of School for MCMS.

Throughout this time, our school has

seen tremendous growth, and this

last year was no exception. We are

so grateful to all of our families that 

MCMS ANNUAL
REPORT

ANNUAL REPORT 2018- 19

At the heart of all of our development work, we aim to build relationships with our

parents, alumni, alumni parents, grandparents, friends and relatives, and the greater

community. It is the support of our community of donors that enables us to provide our

student body with an education that supports the development of imaginative, self-

directed young people eager to contribute to our world. Gifts made to our Annual Fund

can be spent as they come in and are directed wherever the need is greatest, creating

opportunities for learning and discovery, providing financial assistance for our MCMS

Respecting children and their natural joy of discovery 

helped support us by donating their time, energy,

and financial resources to our school. We are a

better and more vibrant place because our families,

donors, and volunteers so generously give back to

our community. 

 

We thank you for allowing us to continue

supporting us in our mission of respecting children

and the natural joy of discovery! You are making a

true and lasting impact in the lives of our students,

and for that we are deeply grateful. 

DIRECTOR OF ADVANCEMENT
COURTNEY  DALTON

families, and giving us the flexibility to take advantage of emerging opportunities and respond to

unanticipated needs and challenges. This Annual Report honors the many aspects of our community’s

generosity. Thank you for allowing us to continue to fulfill our mission again this year.

HEAD OF SCHOOL
V I CK I  MCCARTHY

Pictured from left to right: 

Rich Surek, Abby Alexander, Amy Jester,

Mike Pomroy, Judy Olingy, Teri Meyer, Jess

Hermsen, Laura Anderson, Phil Orlandi

Not Pictured: Alissa Santurri, Dorothy

Zografi

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
20 1 8 - 20 1 9
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MCMS FACULTY 
AND STAFF

A D M I N I S T R A T I O N

Head of School: Vicki McCarthy

Administrative Assistant: Amanda Viviani

Director of Finance and Operations: Chad Leatherman

Director of Advancement: Courtney Dalton

Director of Education: Meghan Smyth 

Support Coordinators: Melissa Ozel, Laura Spitzig 

ANNUAL REPORT 2018- 19

PAGE 3

F A C U L T Y

Toddler Community Guide: Samantha Moyer

Toddler Community Assistants: Josh Chiarkas, Patience Vallier

Children's House Guides: Tracy Kramer, Anna McAleavy, Emily

Togstad

Children's House Assistants: Tanis Clark, Kim Wipperfurth, Lua

Yaganagi

Children's House After School: Robyn Birnstein-Maramag, Maria

Moreno, Vanessa Hernandez

Lower Elementary Guides: Mary Lee Gleason, Gail Grigg

Lower Elementary Assistants: Dawn Clawson, Marisol Garcia

Upper Elementary Guides: Martha Reyes, Kate Sargent

Upper Elementary Assistants: Bryce Lackey, Vanessa

Hernandez, Rachel Wortsman

Adolescent Community Guides: Scott McIntyre, Mimi Zastrow

After School Club: Rosa Owen, Rachel Wortsman

 

Spanish: Leonora Diaz Palacios

Health and Wellness: Rosa Owen

 



MCMS REVENUE
AND EXPENSE REPORT

Tuition

94.8%

Other

2.6%

ding & Facilities

17.4%

Programming

5.5%

Operating

3.2%

EXPENSE

Other
1.3%

Tuition &

Fees
95.7%

Donated Goods &
Services

<1%

Annual Fund
1.7%

REVENUE

Operating
3.2%Programming

5.5%

Buildings &
Facilities
17.4%

Salaries &
Benefits
72.6%

ANNUAL REPORT 2018- 19

PAGE 4

Other Income
2.6%



MCMS FUNDING
INITIATIVES

Thanks to the generosity of our community, we
were able to provide the following initiatives for
our students and staff this past year:

A N N U A L  R E P O R T  2018 -19

P A G E  5

Updated Technology Enhancements

Creative Expressions Programming

New Fitness and Wellness Equipment 

Professional Development for
MCMS Staff

Going-outs and Field Trips

Financial Assistance for MCMS Families
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2018-2019  MADISON  COMMUNITY

MONTESSORI  ANNUAL  REPORT

We extend our sincere gratitude to the following donors for their support of the
2018-19 Madison Community Montessori Annual Fund. This is our biggest
annual fundraising endeavor of the year, and we are so grateful to everyone
who made a gift this year.

Visionary Society 
Joshua and Jessica Hermsen

Founders Society 
Nicolas and Abigail Alexander

Nick Chiarkas and Judy Olingy

Michael Pomroy and Deborah Marble

George and Dorothy Zografi

Benefactors Society 
Wesley and Kristin Ayres

Andy and Cindy Jester in honor of 

Bennett Jester & Nora Heling

The Craig and Kathryn Hall Foundation

Bruce and Kathryn Heling in honor of 

Nora Heling 

Partnership Circle 
Andeavor Foundation 

Scott and Laura Anderson

Friends Circle
John and Lauren Craig

Chad and Chase Olson in honor of 

Tracy, Lua, Anna, & Kim

Community Circle 
Alok Bachuwar and Purandhri Patel

Brandon and Jennifer Baldock

Robyn Birnstein-Maramag

Paul and Sarah Chellevold

Patrick and Laura Cooney

James and Courtney Dalton in honor of

 William Dalton

Tim and Jenny Dedering in honor of 

Max, Alli, & Emmett

Scott Hanson and Jennie Hounshell

Josh Heling and Amy Jester

Mike Henderson and Emily Barey

Steve and Michelle Huizenga

James Joyce and Nancy Viscovich

Scott Kuersten and Sarah LaMartina

Sandy and Jun Lee

Kai Li and Stacy Austin-Li

Vicki and Kevin McCarthy in honor of 

Sam & Emma Cate McCarthy 

Bruce Meier and Wendy Fearnside

Mitchell and Victoria Mostardi

Philip and Kelly Petrowski

 

Luis Pinero and Teri Meyer

Sean Saager and Weijie Guo

Peter Schlueter and Nicole Westphal

Richard and Jill Surek

Patrick and Christi Whiting

Patrons Circle
Anonymous Donor

Anonymous Donor

Andrew Baack

Thomas Baden and Johnna Buysse

Marilyn Byrne in honor of 

Grace, Ben, & Isaac Freiberg

Philip Carlson and Alissa Santurri

Josh Chiarkas

Tanis Clark

Stephen and Dawn Clawson

Gordon and Carol Cnare in honor of 

Kate & Brooke Kramer

Bob and Chris Dicke in honor of 

Amelia & Kavi Pennewell

Jonathan Durr and Jennifer Filbert

Steve Filbert

Alan and Shirley Freiberg in honor of

Grace, Ben, & Isaac Freiberg

Marisol Garcia

Jim and Marianne Gariti

Mary Lee Gleason

Brian and Kathy Graedel in honor of 

all MCMS students

Gabriel Herbreteau and Stephanie Delos

Vanessa Hernandez

Linda Hutchins

Paul and Carole Kantor

Dee King and Gail Grigg

Greg and Tracy Kramer

Thomas Kuplic and Emily Dickmann

Bill and Ginny Kussner

Bryce Lackey

Chad and Meghan Leatherman

Danny and Valerie Lincoln
 

 

 

 

Paul and Anna McAleavy

Scott and Anne McIntyre

Mike McKinley and Maria Moreno

Shane and Samantha Moyer

Phil and Stacey Orlandi

Rosa Owen

Melissa Ozel

Pete and Martha Reyes

Stuart and Janelle Saager

Paul and Iho Sager

TJ and Kathryn Sargent in honor of 

Theo Sargent

Adam and Elizabeth Simcock

Resham Singh and Manjinder Kaur

Keara Smyth

Meghan Mary Smyth

Joshua and Whitney Snow

Laura and Chris Spitzig

Ed and Meg Tallard

Charles and Heather Thiltgen

Tom and Emily Togstad

Patience Vallier

Jordan van Rijn and Leonora Diaz Palacios

Sundaravaradan Venkatesh and Sudha

Parthasarathy

Joseph and Amanda Viviani

Kim Wipperfurth

Rachel Wortsman

Hadi and Lua Yaganagi

Melissa Zastrow
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In Kind Gifts
Sara Hoshell

The Hanson Hounshell Family

Mike Pomroy and Deb Marble

The Olingy Chiarkas Family

The Knight Family

The Jurgensen Eck Family

Tom and Crystal Sargent

Tim and Elaine Lin

Al Arrigoni

Dan Wallach

Michelle Wallach

The Hermsen Family

The Birnstein-Maramag Family

The Dedering Family

The Clawson Family 

The Baden Buysse Family

The Muehllehner Family

The Henderson Family

The Barbouche Family

The Popat Family

The Baldock Family

The Denby Family

The Wu Family

Erica Page

Apple Bodemer

The Bush Family

The Poehlman Family

The Viviani Family

The Waller Family

 

We thank the following for providing

services to MCMS: 

Amy Jester

 

We would like to thank Andrew Baack for

the generous donation to each of our

classrooms this year that allowed our

guides to purchase materials. 

 

 

 

Scott and Laura Anderson
Brandon and Jennifer Baldock

Rosemary Bodolay
Nick Chiarkas and Judy Olingy
Nancy and Ron Crabb
Dennis and Mary Dedering
Rasha DeIuliis
Wade and Angela Fransson
Daniel and Erin Freiberg
Kathy Graedel

Paul and Leslie Hayner
Josh Heling and Amy Jester
John and Becky Henigan
Christina and Mike Kantor
Michael and Dagny Knight
Thomas Kuplic and Emily Dickmann
Bill and Ginny Kussner
Kai Li and Stacy Austin-Li

Jeff Matthias
 

 

 

 

ENDOWMENT  FUND

The MCMS Endowment was established in 2008 by donations made

from the friends and families of MCMS. The first fund of the

Endowment, the Dorothy Zografi Scholarship Fund, was created by

the MCMS Board of Trustees in recognition of Dorathy Zografi’s

invaluable contribution to the growth and character of MCMS, and

the vision to respect children and their natural joy of discovery.

Over the 22 years of running the school, 1984-2006, Dorothy

strongly believed in the importance of offering the opportunity of a

Montessori education to those who demonstrated dedication and

commitment to the Montessori Method, regardless of economic

situation.

Mary McCusker
Chad and Chase Olson
Phil and Stacey Orlandi

Melissa Ozel
Valerie Paulin

Pete and Martha Reyes
Susan and Thomas Robinson
Janice Smith

Keara Smyth
Meghan Smyth

Laura and Chris Spitzig
Terry Stone
Ed and Meg Tallard
Vicken and Houri Vorperian
Michelle Wallach
Patrick and Christi Whiting

Melissa Zastrow
George and Dorothy Zografi

 

 

 

192
Students served

in 2018-2019

Made possible by donations to our Annual Fund:

30
Professional
development

opportunities attended
by our MCMS staff

31
Parent Involvement and

Engagement events

hosted
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